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Greene's " hated antagonist " has no bearing on the
issue save inasmuch as it creates a fresh entangle-
ment for the Lektor's case. If Greene's hatred, how-
soever excited, was an obstacle to any knowledge
of the play by the Shakespeare company while the
theatres were closed, would it not equally be an
obstacle when they were reopened ? They might
have negotiated for it in 1591 or 1592, before Greene's
death. In any case, Shakespeare may have then
seen it.
The Lektor's treatment of the plague question is
lax. It is on record1 (i) that the Pembroke men
were summoned to play before the Queen on Decem-
ber 27,1592, and again on January 6,1593 ; (2) that
on December 29 the inhibition was raised, the plague
having abated; and (3) that not till about February
i, 1593, was the inhibition again imposed when the
death-rate rose anew. Then it was that the Pem-
broke men began to travel in the provinces. From
what we know of their dealings with the Strange
company, it seems likely enough that EDWARD in
was discussed between the managements.
The negative case, thus seen to be of the weakest,
is further wrecked by the Lektor's own reasoning.
" We may well ask/' he writes (p. 89) :
" Would Shakespeare the poet feel the need, nay,
would Shakespeare the man feel the inclination, to
exploit another man's, Greene's or anybody else's, manu-
script in a manner which would almost amount to sly
1 Adams, as cited,